The purpose of this paper is to describe a new species of Balanococcus Williams that was previously misidentified as Palmicultor bambusum Tang. Takahashi (1951) described a species of mealybug on bamboo from Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, as Trionymus lumpurensis Takahashi. One of the important characters of this species is the presence of translucent pores on the hind coxae and minute duct-like pores on the surrounding derm next to each hind coxa. Tang (1992) later described Palmicultor bambusum Tang from China on bamboo. After examining authentic material of both species, Williams (2003) Recently, in a paper describing some species from Korea, Kwon et al. (2003) recorded T. lumpurensis and described and illustrated the species. Although these authors discussed the minute pores surrounding the hind coxae, these pores were not shown on the main illustration. In the same paper, the authors also redescribed another species as Balanococcus bambusum (Tang) (= Palmicultor bambusum Tang). The record and description of T. lumpurensis appear to be correct but it is clear from the work of Williams (2003) that the identity of B. bambusum by Kwon et al. (2003) is based on a misidentification and that the species is distinct and needs a new name.
Balanococcus kwoni Pellizzari & Danzig, n. sp.
Balanococcus bambusum (not Tang, 1992) ; Kwon, Danzig & Park, 2003: 398 (misidentification) .
Living specimens. Adult females elongate-oval, dark red, covered with fine, white, mealy wax.
Mounted specimens. Adult female ( fig. 1 ) elongate, oval, sides sub-parallel, 3-4.57mm (3.58) long, 1.4-1.9mm (1.7) wide across fourth abdominal segment. Anal lobes barely perceptible, each with ventral surface bearing an apical seta 125-150 μ m (137) long. (Danzig, 1998) . The new species has dorsal and ventral tubular ducts and multilocular disc-pores around the margin and submargin of the entire body, but in low numbers.
Biological observation. Live females are dark red in colour. They lay dark-red eggs in a white waxy ovisac that sometimes covers part of the female body. Post-reproductive dead females, egg-laying females, eggs in ovisacs and dead males were collected under the leaf sheaths of Pseudosasa japonica in the Botanic Garden of Padua (Italy) Palmicultor lumpurensis (Takahashi, 1951) Trionymus lumpurensis Takahashi, 1951: 12; Kwon, Danzig & Park, 2003a: 417 . Palmicultor bambusum Tang, 1992: 597 . Synonymised by Williams, 2003: 68 . Saccharicoccus bambusus (Tang) , Fang et al., 2001: 104. Change of combination. Palmicultor lumpurensis (Takahashi) , Williams, 2003: 68, change of combination; Williams, 2004: 453. According to the literature, the host plants and distribution of P. lumpurensis are as follows:
Host plants: Bambusa sp. (Takahashi, 1951) , Lingnania cerosissima (Tang, 1992) , Bambusa blumeana, B. philippinensis (Williams, 2004) , Phyllostachys sp. (Kwon et al., 2003) , B. oldhamii and Arundinaria sp. (Hodges & Hodges, 2004 ) (Fam. Gramineae).
Distribution: China, Hong Kong, Malaysia, Philippines, Vietnam, Australia (Queensland) (Williams, 2003; ; South Korea, (Kwon et al., 2003) , USA (Florida) (Hodges & Hodges, 2004 
Comments on mealybugs of bamboo
Over 30 species of pseudococcids are known to occur worldwide on different species of bamboo (Ben-Dov et al., 2006) . Several of these species are legless mealybugs belonging to the tribe Serrolecaniini, revised by Hendricks and Kosztarab (1999) . More recently, Williams and Miller (2002) provided a key to the Antonina species occurring on bamboo. Among the legless mealybugs, Tangicoccus elongatus (Tang) is considered to be a serious pest of bamboo in China, while Antonina nakaharai Williams & Miller, A. praetiosa Ferris and Chaetococcus bambusae (Maskell) , have spread to several parts of the world but are considered to be only minor pests of bamboo. P. lumpurensis has spread more widely from its native area in only a few years and now causes severe damage to bamboos, killing new shoots and affecting the aesthetic look of the plants (Hodges & Hodges, 2004) .
The new species, B. kwoni, has so far been recorded from only South Korea and Italy (Botanic Garden of Padua). It is worth mentioning that the bamboo plants in the Botanic Garden of Padua were planted in the second half of the nineteenth century and, according to the Curator of the Botanic Garden, no further introductions of bamboo plants have occurred since. The mealybugs were concealed under the leaf sheaths and no sign of the infestation (wax, honeydew, sooty mould) was detectable on the plants.
